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GRAMMAR-SCHOOL, 
THE 


Gentlemen of the CORPORATION 
Of the CITY of BRISTOL L. 


- 
GENTLEMEN, 


d none of the exerciſes performed at any 
2 Verner viſitation, within theſe fifteen 


Y l the care of the ſchool) were publiſbed, 
t may be proper for. me to acquaint your Morſbips 
| why theſe are ſent abroad into the world. 


A propoſal had been made to me for printing 
them, and it would have been no hard matter for 
any one to have procured copies (had he been ſo 
= mmaed) even without my conſent. I therefore choſe 
X 7ther to correct the preſs myſelf, than have the 
4 | errors 


1 ii 
errors which might have been committed by the g- 
norance or careleſSneſs of another, imputed to me. [ | 


But I will own farther, that I was the more in- 
anclinable to agree to the propoſal, becauſe I thought 
I had ſome reaſons for giving ſatisfaction to your 
Worſhips, and to the Gentlemen and Burgeſſes, 
whoſe children are under wy care, and alſo for d- 

ing juſtice to my ſelf; in letting our City ſee, that the | 


Truſtees have committed the management of the 
ſchool, to one not incapable of performing his duty, 
and that the Burgeſſes may (if they pleaſe) reap 
the benefit mbendes them by the Founders. 


Every one, who is at all acquainted with fo- 
reign languages, knows, how much more difficult # 
is, to compoſe in them one's ſelf, than to underſiand 
the compoſitions of another; and Maſters of Schools 
(/uch I mean as deſerve that name) find it the i 
hardeſt part both of their own and the children's 
task, to make their ſcholars write in a tolerable 
fle. When a boy can do this, he gives a certain i 
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Proof of his knowledge in the language, which he 
pretends to ungerſiand; whereas all other teſts may 
be fallacious. Ou this occaſion, I beg leave to aſ- 
ſure your Morſbips, that ſeveral of the following 
Exerciſes (however ſome may be ſuppoſed to le 

| Twork 


| Cy 
= cuork of another hand) are really the compoſitions 
= of tho/e whoſe names are ſubſcribed to them. 


I cannot but greatly approve of the wiſdom of 
Ihe Compilers of our Statutes, in appoint ing publick 
XZ Vikitations; /uce the æmulation raiſed, for ſome 
line before each, among the children, puſhes them 
"x on with uncommon ardour ; and the openneſs and 
inpartiality of the examination, is the fairę way 
"= #maginable of giving ſatisfaction to the Gentlemen 
"= concerned in the Viſitation, and the Friends of the 
"Z Ccbolars, that the Maſter has done his duty. 


I beg your Worſhips pardon, for detaining you a 
moment longer, while I give you my opinion of a 
euſtom very prevalent in this City, which is a 
great hindrance to the acquiſition of the learned 
languages, and very little furtherance to children 
(if any) on another account. I have frequently 
known boys detained four or five years, in learning 
what might be known in as many months; and then 
they are ſent to the Grammar-School, at ten, or 
twelve years old, in order to acquire a tolerable 
knowledge of the latin and greek tongues, in three 
or four years at moſt. The conſequence is, that 
they loſe whatever they have got, almoſt as ſoon 

as 


DL viii] 
as they leave the ſchool. But were they ſent to 
us as ſoon as they could read, though they were. but 
fix, nay five years old, there are methods of teach- 
ing them ſuitable to their capacity, and they might i 
make themſelves ſo far maſters of the learned lan- 
guages, as to read them with eaſe and pleaſure, | q 
and never forget them, as long as they live; and 
yet have time enough and to ſpare allowed them 
to qualify themſelves for the Counter heſides. 


I hope your Worſbips will pardon my addreſſing 
my felf to you on this occaſion; but as the follows- 
ing performances might ſtand in need of ſome pro- 
tection, ſo they ſeem to claim the patronage of the 
TRUSTEES and ViIsITORS of the ſchool. 


Jam, GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obliged 
and obedient 


humble ſervant, 


A. S. Carcorr. 


After the STATUTES were read, the VISITATION 
Was opened with the following 


ORATI O N. 
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czteri hujuſce urbis ſpectatiſſimi Senatores, debe- 
mus, teſtatos faciam. Hic dum in literarum ſtudiis 


quotidiana facimus incrementa, & ad virtutis nor- 


mam mores teneros effingimus, Vos © benigniſſimi 
Patroni, hanc ſcholam paterna foyetis cura & eidem 
opitulantes, nobis pueris vigorem additis, qud for- 

B | tius 


tius, favoris veſtri ſpe adducti, ſedulam atque ala- 1 
crem iifdem incumbendis navemus operam. Hic 4 
rudia adhuc dum exercemus ingenia, puerilis tas 3 1 
ediſcit, quæ maturior perſecta dabit. Hic nempe 
generoſorum progenitorum facta, ab autoribus & 9 
memoriam mandata, cognoſcimus, atque ut eorum 
virtutes imitari conemur, incitamur; crimina autem | 1 
(ſiqua ſint) odiſſe & evitare edocemur. Quinetiam, 42 
quæ de rebus geſtis ſenſerunt hiſtorici, memoriz | 
mandamus, utileſque eorundem obſervationes in |: 
noſtros uſus conciliamus. Hic infamia deteſtando- 
rum tyrannorum nomina, qui imperia florentiſlima 
eyerterunt, quinetiam non raro meritum exitium 
ſibimet ipſis pepererunt, execrari, bonorumque prin- 
cipum memoriam, qui ſuos & ſubditorum mores * 
ad virtutis normam effinxerunt, colere & ama- 
re exciemur. Ex hoc locupletiſſimo penn, omni- 
genarum virtutum exempla hauriamus, quorum ad 
ſimilitudinem mores noſtros inſtituamus, ſuturæque J 
vitz curſum dirigamus. Si noſtra animi propenlio 4 
nos ad bellum ducat, hic res & ſummo gerere ſuc- L 4 
ceſſu, & fortitudine conſilioque Alexandri, Cæſariſ- 4 4 
que, edocemur, atque ex egregiis iſtis, quæ repor- 9 


ta verunt, 


LA 9 
1 2 
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= tayerunt, przmiis, nempe vidoria, immortalique 
= fami, eorundem exemplam ſequi adducimur. Si 
potiùs nobis mercatura, placidæque pacis artes ſint 
cordi, hic, ubi variæ mundi regiones ſitæ jacent, & 
unde pretioſæ merces, quas producunt, comparan- 
tur, ediſcimus. Si vero legibus noſtræ patriæ ſtudia 
dicaremus, & munere fungentes publico, rei publica 
eſſe emolumento, exoptaremus, hic, iſta præcepta Le- 
giſlatorum veterum, percipimus, è quibus obtempera- 
tis, Spartanorum fama, imperii eorum fines magnitu- 
dine tantoperè ſuperavit; & Roma ſibi haud mino- 
em, ob juſtitiam, quam ob armorum ſucceſſum, glo- 
Jriam comparavit; & quæ ab hominibus cum ſcientiã 
tum experientià pollentibus, compoſita fuerunt, & 
oſtrarum legum fundamenta jacuerunt. Quale pa- 
riæ & libertatis amoris exemplum nobis in Catone 
Wit exhibitum! probitatis in Fabricio! promiſſi ſer- 
ati, fideique inviolatæ in Regulo! Ex hujusmodi 
Premplis, dum ſtudiis philologicis incubueritis, vos 
reverendi Senatores, ad iſtos honores publicos 
aſtinendos idonei facti eſtis, quibus nunc pro ve- 
Aris meritis ornamini. | 
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Fhilippi impetus ſuſtinuit, & ſimul ac oratoris lin- 4 ü 


ampliùs ſervitutis jugum recuſavit. Ciceronis non 


[ 4 1 
-  Neque minores vobis debemus grates, ©- eyan- 
gelii Miniſtri, doctrinæque Lumina, qui voſmet ip- 
{os nobis ſtudiorum duces præbetis, atque etiam e- 2 
gregium, quod ſequamur, proponitis exemplar. De- 
cora quidem ſermonis explorare, quibus autores Græ- 1 2 
ci, Romanique ſcatent, & corundem ſtylum imi- 


tari, (quorum eloquentia plus valuit, quam bellica Þ 
arma,) opus noſtrum eſt quotidianum. Eloquenti 
nempe viris perſuaſit, antehac, ferarum more, ſy- 


| . : * + . = 
veſtres latebras quærentibus, atque aliis alios me- 


tuentibus, ut inter ſe ſocietates & amicitias conci- 
liarent, atque exinde pacis voluptatibus, humanæq; 
vitæ ſolatiis, fruerentur. Græcorum in Barbaros tri- , 
umphorum gloria poeſeos viribus tribuenda eſt; cum ; 
rerum ab Achille geſtarum deſcriptio ab Homer 4 
depiQta, Alexandrum, ut Perſis bellum inferret, im- - | 
pulerit. Græcia Demoſthenis eloquentia confirmata I 4 


gua libertatis cauſam agere ceſſaverit, Græcia non 


minis orationes quam vigilantia, Romam imminenti 
exitio eripuerunt, Catalinæque concilia inania reddi- * 
derunt; atque Romanæ eloquentiæ princeps, iſtud 
primus ; 


4 


[5] 


primus omnium obtinuit cognomen, quo etiam im- 


peratores poſtea Mc appellatus Pater 
Patriæ. 


Hæc tamen exempla, (utcunque ſint utilia,) pe- 
regre exhibita, &, multis intervenientibus annis, 
aliena nobis ſunt & remota; quanta autem cum vo- 
luptate ſimul ac emolumento, auſcultare debemus, 
vobis, © ſacri Concionatores, æquiſſimas Dei optimi 
maximi leges exponentibus, animumque, viam, qua 
ad æternam ſalutem itur, demonſtrantibus, adhibe- 
re; quantaq; cum admiratione vivas imagines ip- 
ſarum virtutum in veſtris ipſorum moribus inſpicere, 
quas aliis exercendas proponitis. At ſiſtendus eſt 
orationis curſus; hoo ſolum reſtat, ut Deum obſe- 
eremus, tales magiſtratus, taleſque divini evangelii 
miniſtros, qualibus nunc Cives BRISTOLIENSES u- 
tuntur, huic urbi, nec tales patronos huic noſtræ 
ſcholæ, quibus nunc frui licet, unquam defuturos 


elle, 


Compoſuit & recitavit 


Franciſcus Woodward. 
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ECLO GRE QUARTE 


Domini PHriLLies. 


S227 Nc1Prlas mecum mea fiſtula lugubre car- 


f men, 
D Interitum Stellæ, & Colineti dico dolores. 


O infauſta dies! dixit, lux plena dolorum ! 
Hei mihi! cui miſero lux hæc infauſta refulſit ! 
Hancce mori potuiſſe? ex hic decedere vita! 
Ah duram! & miſerum Colinetum linquere vivum! 
Quid tamen hanc culpem? voluit ſane illa lubenter 
Jam moritura ſuum noſtro componere pettus. 
Corpus ad uſque meum preſſi hanc quoque; fed ta- 
men ulnis Abri- 


III 
Abripuit noſtris ſævi inclementia fati, 
Et nihil in mortem valuerunt vota, preceſve. 
Balantes agnæ noſtros lugere dolores, 


Flumen decurrens oculis demittere rivos, 
Altum languentes ſuſpiria ducere venti, 


Et miſeri angores doceant me perdere vitam. 
Nec pecus, aut flumen, ventive levare dolorem 
Eternum poterunt, miſero mihi caſibus acto. 


Incipias mecum mea fiſtula lugubre carmen, 
Interitum Stellæ, & Colineti dico dolores. 


Formoſæ nymphæ (fuit at formoſior illa) 

Dejecto vultu, è cervice comaq; fluente, 
Præ mærore grayi vos plangite pectora veſtra, 
Intempeſtivam mortem Stellzq; dolete. 
Fruſtrà nos formam laudam us, laude putatis 
4 Veſtram vos dignam fruſtrà; licet iſta venuſtas 
q Agricolis rudibus dominetur, corda regatis 
Illorum & ſimiles reginis, mors tamen illam 
4 Victricem occidet formam, ceu flamina fundunt 
Flores purpureos. Si cantus, candida forma 
Flectere vel poſſent, aut ictus ſiſtere mortis, 
| C 2 Forma 


[12] 


Forma meam hæc cannam, formam hanc mea fiſtul 
ſervet, 

Altera ſic alam redimens a morte cruenta. 

Ah vanum optatum! crudelia ſpicula mortis, 

Non cantus prohibere poteſt, non candida forma; 

Nam (durum viſu) en Stellam iſtic cerne jacentem, 

Ut tener exuſtus procumbit floſculus Euro! 


Incipias mecum mea fiſtula lugubre carmen, 
Interitum Stellæ, & Colineti dico dolores. 


Quid prodeſt miſero Colineto texere nymphæ 
Serta ſupercilio; narciſſum, lilium, omitte 
Atq; roſam; è taxo pulla, compone corollam, 
Et falice albenti, veſtros teſtando dolores. 
Canna, ſonus cujus blandus renovare valebat 
Turbatam mentem, pendebit robore in iſto 
Marcenti, cantare ſolet qua, bubo profanus 
Exequias, corvi & crocitant; nec alauda levabunt 
Angores noſtros unquam aut linaria luce, 
Oblecta philomela meos ſed nocte dolores; 
Atq; exinde mihi, quod Stellæ lumine ſunctæ, 


Et nox atq; dies nullo diſcrimine habentor. 
Compoſuit & recitavit | 


Carolus Bowyer. 
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F\ \ BUS indefeſſum animal, cautumq; 
Pa futuri, 


Dico; nec hæc apibus cedet Formica Maronis, 
Beſtiola dignos detur modo pangere verſus. 


Jam diſce externæ, quæ ſit præſtantia formæ, 
Et quali immenſæ conduntur corpore vires. 


Cornua bina, oculi nigro ſplendore coruſcant, 
Paryus apex, prædurà armatum forcipe roſtrum, 
Exiguum corpus, longam porrectus in alvum 
Venter, & immodico ſuccreſcens orbe tumeſcit. 

Sex valida hanc molem ſuſtentant undiqʒ crura, 
Hamatoſq; pedes imi curvantur in ungues, 
Membraq; tecta nitent præduris omnia ſquamis. 

ä Ad 
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Ad Trojam talis, loricà indutus Achilles, 
Myrmidonum turmas, nigrantiaq; agmina duxit. 


Aſt vigor aerius, mens & præſaga futuri, 
Hanc agitant formam; variè præcordia motus 
Etheris afficiunt varii, fibræq; fluentis 
Percipiunt ictus auræ; tenui inde cerebro 


Impreſſæ ſpecies rerum & ducta ordine vita. 


Non ſolum hinc hyemis duræ intolerabile frigus, 


Acris & ardores diſcunt ſentiſcere ſolis, 
Quinetiam ante vident (tanta eſt ſolertia mentis) 
Ventos nondum ortos, tempeſtateſq; futuras. 


Intima jam liceat penetralia pandere tecti 
Communis. Simul ac ſedes vaga turba quietas 
Nacta, ubi disjectas glebas nec ſcindit aratrum, 
Nec pede bos duro laxas conculcat arenas, 
Flumina nec ſtagnant pluviis hyemalibus aucta, 
Accingit ſe quæque operi; primumq; futuræ 
Mecnia deſignant urbis, portaſq; vialq; 

Et tecta & certo granaria limite ducunt. 


Regia 
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(a) Regia quadratam mediam via diſſecat urbem, 
Unde ali excurrunt & viſunt cuncta locorum. 
Extructus trabibus denſis & glutine lento, 

In tectum aſcendit convexi fornicis arcus, 
Excluditq; imbres atq; horrea plena tuetur. 


Sic mirata ſuas eſt Urhs æterna cloacas, 
Ingentes cameras & ſubterranea faxa, 


(b) Regis opus, Romæq; decus, mundiq; ſtuporem. 


Non ibi regis honos; floret res legibus æquis 
Publica, communis ſtatus & labor omnibus idem eſt. 


Agminibus factis pars quærere pabula longe, 


Tergere pars vicos, ſolidareq; ſtrata viarum, 
Vivida ne exiret radix pars rodere grana, 

Pars lege æquali præbere cibaria plebi, 

Ut menſura cibi fiat menſura laboris. 

In ſole ha verſant, atq; humida ſemina ſiccant, 
Siccata he referunt, rurſuſq; per horrea condunt. 
Has juyat informem ſobolem, natoſq; faturos, 
Affectu curare pio; pars incubat ovis, 


ee 


(a) Super hiſce rebus conſule Johnſtoni hiſtoriam naturalem. 
% Tarquinii Priſci. Plinii lib. 36. cap. 15. 
Pars 


11 
Pars teneras nymphas maternis geſtit in ulnis, 
Aut tepidis ſinibus fovet, aut in ſole reponit, 
Vermiculiſve recens natis alimenta miniſtrat. 


Pars juvenum format mores, atq; edocet artes, 
Et tenera ad duros effingit membra labores. 


His tu quam ſimiles coluiſti, Hollandia, mores, 
Callida gens, operoſa, tenax, exoſa monarchas ! 


Perpetuò tamen haud indulgent artibus alma 
Pacis, at exercent quandoq; etiam horrida bella. 


(a) Eft ſylveſtre genus quoddam ; procerius 1llis 
Corpus, & indomitæ vires, animuſq; ferinus. 
Siqua fides libris, odium gentem inter utramq; 
Olim ceſſit atrox, immortaliſq; ſimultas. 

Harum certa cohors, prædatum immiſſa per agros, 


Invenere pyrum, quam forte aſcenderat ante 
Viribus inferior, numeroq; caterva Minorum. 
Protinus aggreſſa eſt prædatrix turba priorem, 
Vulnerat, occidit, ſpoliat, przdaq; potitur. 


TT 


(a) Vide Johnſton hiſt. nat. 


[17 ] 


Aſt paucæ elapſæ media de cæde, petentes 
Acropolim propriam, rem narrant ordine geſtam, 
Conventum eft; ardent animi, furor omnibus idem, 
Vinditzq; ſitis, belliq; invicta cupido. 

Non mora, terrifico nigreſcunt agmine campi, 
Cum ſimul atq; pyrum dens cinxere corona, 
Ordinibus juſtis cœperunt ſcandere truncum. 
Alteræ at, hoc viſo, denſum glomerantur in orbem, 
Terribilemq; hoſti præ tentant undiq; frontem. 
Atrox pugna furit; connectunt unguibus ungues, 
Roſtra ſerunt roſtris, & figunt oribus ora. 
Principio, Magnæ pollentes viq; locoq; 

Dejiciunt rabido lacerata cada vera morſu, 

Ingenſq; ad truncum ſuccreſcit cædis aceryus. 

Aſt non deponunt animos, rabiemq; Minores 
Quzq; premit ſociam, ſtipatur denſiùs agmen, 
Defeſſoſq; urgent cumulatim infenſius hoſtes. 
Tandem he ſuccumbunt, oritur triſtiſſima cædes, 
Una nec è tanta dilapſa eſt clade ſuperſtes. 
Corpora condit humo jam victrix turba ſuarum, 
Et Izti hoſtili placantur ſagguine manes. 


6  Recitavit 


Thomas Willing. 


* 


S ECIN DA, 
LIBRIT Primi, 
Q. HORATII Fracci. 
VERSIBUS HEXAMETRIS. 


Az RANDINIS horribilis jam terris Jupi- 
97 ter altus | 

| #7 & Atq; ſatis miſit nivis; arces atq; rubentc 
Dextra facratas jaculatus, terruit urbem; 
Terruit & populum, Pyrrhe ne rurſhs acerba 
Hlla-ztas redeat, queſtæ portenta timenda, 
Duxerit omne pecus cùm Proteus viſere montes; 
Hæſerit & ſumma ſoboles ex piſcibus ulmo, 
Ponere ſueverunt nidos qua ſede columbi; 
Atq; ſuperjecto narint pavidæ æquore damæ. 


Vidimus Etruſco Tiberim undis littore flayum 
| f Vi: 
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Vi tortis, tumulum dejectum incedere Regis, 
Dum ſponſæ ultorem jactat nimium eſſe querenti 
Se, lava & ripa diſperſis labitur undis, 
Patre hominum Jove non laudante, uxorius amnis. 
Audiet inſanos cives acuiſſe retuſum 
Mucronem, meliùs Perſæ quo occumbere poſſent, 
Audiet arma, patrum vitio attenuata juventus. 
Quem Divũùm rebus labantis nomine dicat 
Imperii populus? Veſtales qua prece ſanctæ 
Exorare queant temnentem carmina veſtam? 
Rex diviim donet purgandi crimina partes 


Cui? tandem venias circumveſtite, precamur, 

Nube atrà ſcapulas candentes augur Apollo; 

Aut ridens fi tu mavis Cithereia, circum 

Quam ſemper luſus, cæcus volat atq; Cupido; 

NegleQum aut genus atq; nepotes reſpicis autor, 

Heu longo ludo nimis exſatiate Gradive, 

Quem ſonitus juyat armorum, galezque politæ, 

Vultus in hoſtem acer Mauri peditiſq; cruentum. 

Mercurius juvenem, mutata five figura,. | 

In terris ales ſimularis, filius almæ 

Maiæ ; appellari non ſpernens Cæſaris ultor. 

In cœlum ſerus redeas, & tempore longo - 
9 2 | Interſis 
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Interſis Rome lætus, populoq; Quirini, 

Iratum vitiis noſtris nec te ocyor aura 

Tollat; magnificos magis hic celebrare triumphos 
Diligito, hic patriæ genitor, princepſq; vocari, 
Neu Medos, te, equitare ſinas, duce, Cæſar inultos. 


Compoſutt & recitavit 


Johannes Sampſon. 


The + 


The MAs TIEF. 


: 2 5 ET foreign climes their monſters boaſt no 
IJ more, , 

» The lion, panther, lynx,,or ſavage boar; 

No more let Britons give miſtaken praiſe 

To brutes, which terror more than pleaſure raiſe; 

In their own Maſtiffs let them ſee conjoin'd 


An equal courage, and more generous mind. 


While bound with chains, the ſavage growling lies, | 
Secure from harm, you dare to feaſt your eyes; 
Admire the ſhaggy mane, the gloomy glare, 

The ſpotted fur, the fierce tremendous ſtare, 

The moony tusks, the wide extent of jaws, 

The ſnarling teeth, and length of crooked claws. 
A while the treacherous beaſt ſubmiſſion feigns, 
But ſtill within untam'd the ſavage reigns; 

Oft have they rent the hand that gave them food, 
Oft in their keepers blood their jaws imbru'd, 


» | Oft 


Ott the young heir his lofty back beſtrides, 


T1, 
Oft with a ſudden bound have ſtretch'd their chain, 
And mothers mourn'd their helpleſs infants ſlain, 


Not ſo did Britiſh Maſtiff cer behave, 
To beaſts a terror, but to man a ſlaye. 
_ His Lord in ſight, he waits ſubmiſſiye by, 
And takes his orders from his voice or eye; 
If bent the brow appears, it-harſh the ſound, 
He licks his feet, low-crouching to the ground; 
But if the well-known ſoothing tone he hears, 
He lays aſide his grave deport and fears; 
Heavy with awkard mirth affects to ſport, 
And makes, with humble blandiſhment, his court: 
The wanton children ſtroke his lowring head, 
And play with fangs, which wolves and lions dread, 


Or the gay chariot drawn by Cæſar, guides. 

All loye the generous brute, he none offends, 
And all domeſtick animals are friends. 

This for the day; but when the ſhades of night, 
To ſearch for prey, the lawleſs crew invite, 
Then, conſciaus of charge he takes to keep, 


He wakes, that others may ſecurely ſleep; T 
a Hyg 
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His maſter's guardian, to his ſervite juſt, 

(0% were but Men as faithful to their truft !) 
| With ears attentive to each flying ſound, 

Careful he walks the ſolitary round; 

In vain the fence the midnight thief aſſails, 
He marks the tread, or vents the tainted gales; 
Eager to meet the foe, he ſends before 

His thundering voice; the neigbouring foreſts roar; 
With faltering ſteps, aghaſt the villain flies, 
Nor hopes, if life be ſafe, another prize. 


Britain, bleſs'd iſle, begirt with ſeas around, 
No wild beaſt harbours in her ample bound, 
Such as heayen ſends to plague a guilty land, 
duch as dares man, no more his Lord, withſtand. 
But to what cauſe our iſle her fafety ows, 
Let the muſe ſpeak; the muſe paſt actions knows. 


When peaceful Edgar filld the throne (in fame 
To none inferior of the Saxon name) 
Th' inroading Scots his warlike troops reſtrain'd, 
His fleet it's empire o're the ſeas maintain'd ; 
In vain; while bands of ravenous wolyes deny'd- 


That peace, the monarch's pious care ſupply'd. 
From 


[ 24 ] 
From Cambria's hills deſcending on the plains, 
They tore the flocks, and ſcar'd the flying ſwains; 
Nor herds the fields, nor corn the garners filld, 
The roads lay uſeleſs, and the ground untill'd : 

Nor help was preſent, till the generous breed 
Of dauntleſs Maſtiffs the vex'd iſland free'd. 


Nor yet confin'd to Europe's bounds alone, 
Eyen in the world's extremes their fame is known, 
Once Siam's king, with pleaſure and ſurprize, 
Beheld a Britiſh dog's enormous ſize ; 

But when he ſaw the gentle creature ſtand 
Unmov d, and patient of the ſtroking hand, 

Is this the fam'd European beaſt, he cry d? 

Is this the fierceneſs oft in combat try'd ? 

A bull be brought, that we his ſtrength may know; 


The Maſtiff ſcorn'd to ſeize the trembling foe. 


A tyger next; the dog was only ſeen 

Prepar'd for battle, ſhould the beaft begin. 
But when the tyrant of the woods appear'd, 
Foam fill'd his chaps, his rigid briſtles rear d, 
Suffus'd with blood, his gleaming eyes ſhot fire, 
And eyery nerye, indignant, ſhook with ire. 


As 
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As ſprings the bow, the beaſts together flew, 
(A ſight Rome's amphitheatre might yiew,) 
Grappling they cloſe, with cruel fangs they wound, 
Now rampant rais'd, now groveling on the ground; 
With jaws that knew not how to quit their prey, 
In dreadful filence, long maintain the fray ; 
Till tir d with ſtruggling, bleeding, breathleſs, ſpent, 
Each quits his hold, as parting by conſent. 
A while they breath; then with redoubled Rage, 
From ſmarting wounds and ſtrength renew'd, engage. 
His adverſary's throat the Maſtiff ſeiz'd, 
And with ſtrong gripe the vital paſſage ſqueez'd; 
Now fierce convulſions ſhook the lion's cheſt, 
From riſing rage, and breath within ſuppreſs'd; 
He-foam'd, he writh'd his tail, his eye-balls rowl'd; 
In yain; the foe ſuperior kept his hold, 
Nor loos d his fangs, till from the gaping wound, 
Both life and breath at once a paſſage found. 
The King ſtood filent, and in Britain's right, 
Europe o re Aſia triumph'd in the fight. 


C. Heyhn. 


The 


PARROT S EL EGV, 
From OY ID. 


ERS 5 OOR PoLL! I mourn thy too untime- 

D 7 ly fate! 

Dy $ Ye pious birds his funeral celebrate! 

Above he reſt, for conſtant friendſhip known, 

Thy fond companion, faithful turtle, moan. 

Ah! what avails thy faith, thy plumy pride; 

Thy voice with various notes diyerſify'd; 

Thy lively green, that might with ab vie, 

Thy ſaffron beak, and ſcarlet-circled eye, 

Thy tone ſo ſoft, thy tongue ſo ſure of found, 

Even thro' the world thy fellow was not found. 

Sbort at thy meals, and careleſs of thy meat, 

Thou talkſt ſo much, thou hadſt no time to eat; 
No 
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No warrior thou, no bloody bird of prey, 

Thou ledſt thy life in prate, and gentle play; 
Beloy'd by all, to fair Corinna dear, 

Ah! lovely bird, what foe hadſt thou to fear! 
Curſt, envious fate! inexorable doom 

Still pleas'd to ſnatch the beauteous in their bloom. 
The cruel cock, out-lives the bloody fray, 

The kite, the vulture, and the noily jay 

Secure in meanneſs, ſeem exempt from fate, 

And worthleſs lives can fill up all their date. 

Not all thy charms, could ſave thy deſtin'd head, 
Nor even the tears, which fond Corinna ſhed. 


'Twas the ſev'nth day, (the laſt that would be 
thine) 
And Clotho's diſtaff ſtood devoid of twine, 


When thou, poor prattler, talkative. in death, 
dighdſt out, Corinna, with thy laſt of breath. 


Beneath th' Elyſian hills a wood is ſeen, 
Adomn'd with trees; and graſs for ever green; 
Here pious birds (if truth can credit gain) 
Enjoy delights refus d to fowls profane; 


E 2 There 
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There lives the phoenix, ſingle in its breed, 
And harmleſs ſwans expatiate ore the mead; 
The lordly peacock ſpreads his train in ſtate, 


And the fond turtle bills his amorous mate! . 
Here Poll admitted, haunts the bliſsful glades, 


And ſings, an Orpheus, to the feather'd ſhades. 


Thomas Hill 


The 


The S PAN IEI. 


N BRITITAIN“'s iſle indulgent heay'n has 
0 ſmil'd, 

BR With temperate ſummers bleſs'd, and 

winters mild, 

The ſportſman tribe unſtopp'd in their career, 
Purſue the chace throughout the changing year. 
Though Aſia's plains for plenteous game are fam'd, 
The numerous coveys fly by man unclaimd; 
The youth, aſide his rural weapons laid, 
Liftleſs to action, pants beneath the ſhade. 
Though northern climes unnumber'd millions boaſt 
Of various fowls that haunt the frozen coaſt, 
No fear of guns they know ; benumbing cold 
Forbids the hand the leyell'd tube to hold. 


* ”— r - tp — 
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Who e're thou art that meanſt to range the fields, 
And taſte the various pleaſures fowling yields, 
Learn, 


[30] 
Learn, 4f thou hop'ſt thy labours ſhould ſucceed, 
Of docile Spaniels firſt to raiſe the breed. 

Let the young whelp familiar by thee ſtand, 
Nor taſte his food but from thy bounteous hand; 
Uſe him betimes to know the various tone 

Of voice, obſeryant of thy ſelf alone. 


The new-ſhorn fields are now with ſtubble white, 
And, ſtrong of wing, the covey takes its flight; 
The vigorous youth prevents the breaking day, 
While the warm haunt the tainted dews betray, 
From held to field the ranging Spaniel flies, 

Each waſting breeze with cautious-noſtrils tries, 
When the hot ſcent aſſures the birds are near, 

The well taught dog, though puſh'd with full career, 
Stops ſhort.— The net is drawn, the covey ſprings, 
And pants in vain, and beats their fluttering wings. 
Not Mars and Venus more entangled lay, 

When Vulcan's meſhes held the ſtruggling prey. 


Or, leſs deſtructive to the feather'd race, 
Arm'd with his gun, the youth purſues the chaſe. 
The birds are found and Ranger pointing ſtands, 
In act to execute his lord's commands. 


Soon 
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Soon as the word is giv'n, himſelf he flings 


Amidſt the brood; the ſcreaming covey ſprings. 


In vain their nimble pinions cut the wind, 
Impetuous death comes faſter from behind. 
The deſtin'd victim feels the diſtant wound, 


He drops, and fluttering beats the bloody ground. 


The ſport is alter'd with the changing year, 


| Naked the woods and bare the fields appear; 
True to the ſcent, the mettled Spaniel beats 
The ſolitary woodcock's cloſe retreats, 
Allow'd to range, and unreſtrain'd of tongue, 
He warns the fowler that the game is ſprung ; 
A mark! the lazy bird comes flying flow, 
And feels, before he fears, the fatal blow. 

In foreign climes th'unhappy wanderer lain, 
Shall ne're review his native land again! 


Th' impetuous pheaſant mounts on whirring wings, 
With ecchoing ſounds the hollow coppice rings; 


The fatal ſhot arreſts him as he flies, 


When maim'd of wing his active feet he plies, 


Secks 
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Sceks the cloſe furze, or threads th' intangled brake, 


In vain, while Ranger ſtill purſues 


the txack ; 
e 
Prey, 


Couch'd cloſe to earth he finds the 
And bears triumphant, in his mouth, away. 


The ſprings are froze, another ſport ſuccecds, 
The booted fowler treads the plaſhy meads; 
The whiffling ſnipe, that ſtrives t'elude the blow, 
The rail, in running ſwiſt, in flying ſlow, 
The morehen clucking with her ſilver tail, 
The mallard, glorious in his marbled mail, 
| Increaſe his ſtore ; nor ought ayails, to try 
| The ſecret deep, and ſcape the markman's eye; 
| The dauntleſs dog the freezing water braves, | 
| And ſnuffs, ſecure of ſcent, the tainted waves; 
| From thick-ſet reeds the lurking fowl retrieves, 

And pleas'd, to his applauding maſter gives. 


Thus various purchaſe loads the ſportman's fide, 
| Joyful he yiews the ſwelling bag with pride; 
At night with wholeſome hunger eats the prey, 

| And pleaſure crowns the labours of the day; 

| 


His 


His dog's exploits at every diſh diſplays, 
And the loud board reſounds with Rangers praiſe; 
Nor leſs reward is to his merit due, 


Who furniſh'd out the talk and table too. 


James Grace. 


F The 


The PiDG EON, 
From ANACRE¹ON. 


8 HA bounteous hand this gift conferr'd? 
1 $ Say, whither com'ſt thou, loyely bird, 
SD Soft-gliding through the liquid sky? 
Ambroſial odours round thee fly; 

With rich perfumes thy feathers flow; 

Who owns thee ? *tis of uſe. to know. 


From gay Anacreon's hand I came, 
To thee, fair object of his flame; 
Venus the giſt on him beſtow d, 

(The purchaſe was a little ode;) 

My maſter now I ftrive to pleaſe, 

In doing ſervices like theſe ; 

A letter here from him I bear; 

The purport let itſelf declare. 

Shortly he means to ſet me free, 

The price of my fidelity. 


He 
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He means indeed; but means in yain, 
In willing bondage I remain. 
A bad exchange twould be, I ween, 
To wander o're the woodland green: 
Fed with wild berries from the trees; 
And hardſhips'to exchange for eaſe. 
Now am I by Anacreon fed, 
From out his palm I pick the bread: 
I ſhare the cup 2 generous wine; 
The firſt &a his, the ſecond mine; 
Then growing frolickſome and gay, 
In wanton mirth I round him play; 
Or dance before him when he ſings, 
Or ſhade his head with fluttering wings; 
And when to reſt we both retire, 
I perch and ſleep upon his lyre. 


Foſeph Terrill. 


F 2 Hs The 


The LAP-D Os. 


8 ATULLU S, gentle bard, of old, 
8 His Lesbia's grief politely told ; 

WWhoſe beauteous eyes, with weeping red, 

Bewail'd her favourite f parrow dead. 

And Ovid ſtill, in moving ſtrains, 

Of fair Corinna's loſs complains; 

And ſummons all the feather'd kind, 

(Their tuneful notes in conſort join'd) 

In mournful ſtrains to celebrate 

His Indian Poll's untimely fate; 

No leſs a theme demands my lays, 

In ſinging Cælia's Lap-Dog's praiſe. 


Firſt then, his outward beauties note, 
The gloſſy, filken, ſnowy coat, 
As ſoft as Bactrian camels hair, 
As the unſpotted ermin fair; 
Marbled 
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Marbled. here and there with black, 
Gently waving down his back; 

The comely ſpreading ruff is plac d 
Beneath his neck, with ribbons grac d, 
And ſet with ſilver bells around; 
Long, falling ears, that ſweep the ground; 
A tufted tail, that waves behind, 

Like Oftridge plumage, in the Wind ; 
Eyes large and rolling; mottled feet, 

And round ſhort head, his form compleat. 


Next for his parts: of gentle mind, 
And manners ſuited to his kind; 
With acts unmannerly, or vile, 

His honour and the floor to ſoil ; 
To do as vulgar dogs would do, 
To tear a fan, or billet doux, 

Or ſpoil the glittering brocade, 
To Cupid's charge was never laid. 


Soon as the morning-bell is rung, 
He greets his miſtreſs with his tongue ; 


And 
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And all his airs and arts employs, 
To ſpeak his gratitude and joys; 
Beſide her bed delights to ſtand, 

And humbly courts her ftroaking hand. 


When now the cups the table grace, 

Cloſe to the fair he takes his place; 

Demurely waits till Cælia give; 

Nor laps his cream without her leave ; 

All the day long, beſide her keeps, 

And as ſhe bids him, plays or ſleeps. 
The wax-light now, with cheerful flames, 

The hour of viſiting proclaims ; 

With joy he meets each entring fair, 

And frisks before her to her chair ; 

To all his gentle breeding ſhews, 

And uſhers in his brother beaux: 

Each re- ſalutes the favourite creature, 

« And never ſure was Lap-Dog ſweeter. 

And now the company are met, 

The cards brought in, the table ſer, 


Cupid 


Cupid aſcends his lady's lap, 
And views the cards, or takes a nap. 


The clock ſtrikes twelve, th aſſembly's gone, 
Cupid and Czlia left alone; 
The fair undreſſes, haſts to bed, 
And Cupid by her fide is laid 
Ah! happy Cup1d, there, to none 
Acceſs is giv'n, but thee; alone; 
At what a rate would Strephon buy, 
One night in Cupid's place to lie? 


William Okey. 
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On 


aer that 
uſed to frequent the Choir 
at Camterbury. 


From the latin of PETER MOLINEUX, 


Canon of that CHURCH. 


AI, pretty bird, whole red-ſtain'd breaſt 
- Rivals our prelates purple veſt; 
Sweet under-ſongſter of our choir, 
What ſpirit doth thy breaſt inſpire? 
Pleas'd, in our conſort join d, to ſing . 
Thy tunes, familiar to the ſpring ; 

While thus we hear thy lively ſtrains, 
Within theſe walls no winter reigns. 

How ſhall I praiſe the yary'd note, 
Soft-warbling through thy ſcarlet throat ? 
Beneath that ſhape bedeck'd with wings, 


Is it ſome heavenly ſongſter ſings, 


0 SO 


In 
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In anthems pleas'd his voice to raiſe, 
And celebrate his maker's praiſe ? 

Or if a real bird thou art, 

What leſſons do thy ſongs impart ? 
While thankleſs men neglect to ſhew 
Their gratitude for fayours due; 

With hearts unmoy'd with loye divine, 
Forget the ſacred hymn to join; 

Let them be taught, to what a height 
The pious ſoul ſhould wing its flight, 
While muſick charms the raptur'd mind, 
From creatures of inferior Kind. | 


Sweet partner of our choir, in thee, 
A pattern for our ſelyes we ſee; 
For looſely failing in reſpect, 
For non-attendance, or neglect, 
Ne're could the dean before thy name 
deyerely place the badge of ſhame. 
When matin hymns ſalute the light, 
When Phozbus mounts his noon-day height, 
With veſpers when the day is crown'd, 
Thy place is neyer vacant found. 

G 
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When to the ſolemn organ near, 
Thou ſinging, ſittſt; th attentive ear 
(Tho' ſwelling notes the chorus fill) 
Diſtinctly hears thee, ſweetly ſhrill. 


For theſe deſerts, when prayers are ore, 
The choriſters ſhall ſtrew the floor 

With ſcatter d crumbs; whilft here and there 
Thou hopp'ſt and pick'ſt the grateful fare. 
While each his ſtipend claims, twere hard 
Shouldſt thou be of thy pay debarr'd! 


Daniel Monro. 


The 


The Turnseir. 


N hopes to merit your applauſe, 
1 Im come to plead the Turnſpit's cauſe; 
58 For whatſoc're thoſe puppies boaſt, 
Tis mine by right, to rule the roaſt. 
If Ce/ar ſerves by night, to keep 
The folks in fafety while they ſleep, 
They'd be but in a ſcurvy way, 
If Whitefoot did not work by day. 
Tho' courage be the Maſtiff's merit, 
We Turnſpits have as great a ſpirit, 
Howe're our ſtature is but ſmall, 
As any TowZger of them all. 
Here's Ranger too, lays in his claim 
To beat the woods, and ſpring the game; 
Yet muſt the birds be pick d and ſpitted, 
Before they're for the table fitted : 
And which looks beſt, a woodcock flying, 
Or nicely dreſt, in gravy lying? 
WES 
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As for Dan Cupid's worth, ſo low tis, 
Tis quite beneath a Turnſpit's notice; 
A fop that laps his tea and cream, 

And dares not ſmell the kitchen's ſteam; 
For fear (juſt like his brother beaux) 

A ſpot of greaſe ſhould ſtain his cloaths. 
But let him keep the upper ſtories, 

And not come near my territories. 

For if I catch him, ſure enough, 

III ſpoil the primneſs of his ruff. 


That you the Turnſpit's worth may weigh, 
Obſerve, whene're he goes aſtray, | 
The houſe is in uproar about him, 

No buſineſs can go on without. him. | 
Lord! cries the maid, what muſt we do!. 
My maſter will be home by two! 

And if the dinner makes him ſtay, 

There'll be. the duce and all to. pay! 

But ſee! the look'd-for dog appears, 

And ſtills at once their noiſe and fears. 
Hark, Evgnza./ the Turnſpit's found, 
And merrily the meat goes round. 


Evn 


[45] 
Ev'n at your Worſhip's ſplendid treat, 
W hoe're provides, we dreſs the meat: 
Tho' in the hall fine things are doing, 
The kitchen too is worth your viewing ; 
There, chief in place, the Turnſpit's feet 
Divide the time with equal beat; 
With cocks, ſnipes, pidgeons, partridge, plac'd 
In decent rows, the ſpits are grac'd ; 
And all things ſeem to dance around, 
After the wheel's harmonious found; © 
Delightful ſound ! to hungry ears 
Beyond the muſick of the ſpheres. 
My doggerel rhymes tis time to end; "2M 
See, from the wheel, firs, I deſcend ; 
And if the ſtory I recount t' ye, 
May ſerve to raife your Worfhip's bounty, 
(Which here moſt humbly I importune) 
My wheel will prove the wheel of fortune. 


Richard Woodward. 


A RiDDpLE. 


HEN firſt, diſtinguiſh'd into ſhape, I rite 


From the rude maſs, which nature's hand 


ſupplics, 

A while unchang'd, a ſimple form I wear, 

And only life's laſt privileges ſhare. 

Nor is my ſubſtance to perfection brought, 

Till wondrous changes in my frame are wrought : 

Not thoſe more ſtrange, when rais'd on radiant 
wings, | | 

From the burnt heap a ſecond phœnix ſprings. 

I too, by fire conſum'd, by fire renew'd, 

From aſhes riſe, with new-wrought charms endu'd. 

Now form'd compleat, with ſhining beauty grac'd, 

A ſilver covering on my back is plac'd; 

While from my face ſuch radiant glory ſtreams, 

As dares to rival Sol's meridian beams. 


Alike 


[ 47 ] 
Alike in cotts and palaces careſs d, 
I come a faithful friend, a welcome gueſt. 
The baſhful fair, that ſhuns the loyer's eye, 
Calls all her beauties forth when I am by; 
Nor kings in pomp of royal robes adorn'd, 
To take my counſel have, in ſecret, ſcorn'd. 


Nor leſs in life of moral uſe I find, 
And help, with ſerious hints, the thoughtful mind. 
From me be flatterers taught to be ſincere, 
And villains learn to keep their conſcience clear : 
Let maids who tempt ſuſpicion, call to mind, 
That even the breath can leave a foil behind. 
In me, the fair a lively emblem fee: 
Of beauty, frailty, and inconſtancy; 
For though a form invariable I claim, 


No two yet ever ſaw my face the ſame: 0 
I've ſpoke my qualities; tis yours to tell — 
name. | | 


: Thomas Harding. 


The 


SSP EAST 

Concluſion. 

HE muſe, to end the labours of the day, 
2 R Now greets her patrons in a native lay. 


ſmile, 
Affairs of moment are diſmiſs'd a while. 
Intent the good of others to procure, 

You light the labours which your ſelves indure. 
On you our ſtudies and our hopes depend, 
You gave the means, and you propoſe the end. 
If learning to our maſter's care we owe, 
It firſt was yours that maſter to beſtow. 
If heaven gave parts, you, ſirs, with thirſt of praiſe, 
And juſt rewards, thoſe parts to action raiſe. 
The ſteps you trod, you teach us to purſue, 
And hold the pattern and the prize in view. 
Your breaſts, as ours, once panted after fame, 
The ſame the warfare, and the hope the ſame. 
Some ey'n within this venerable place, 


Have run before the ſame ſcholaſtick race. = 


While on our low attempts you deign to 
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 Tho' now in years, and dignity compleat, 

You give forth orders from the civil ſeat, 

Here firſt the gifts of nature you diſplay'd, 

And in theſe rows the maſter's voice obey'd. 
Permit us then, grave firs, to think with pride, 

Our ſelves to you by common ties ally'd, 

And on theſe grounds within your breaſts to ſhare 

A patron's ſafeguard, and a brother's care. 

View there the worthy (a) founders, plac'd on high, 

That ſeem to mark you with a living eye. 

Pleas'd, they behold you execute your truſt, 

Both to their orders, and their memory juſt. 

Silent they ſpeak, (nor ſhould they ſpeak in vain) 

The ſchool we founded let your care maintain. 

Next our young muſe, tho ſtruck with trembling 
awe, 

Hails the learn'd teachers of the ſacred law. 

You, who to publick ſchools your learning owe, 

And reach'd the ſummit, regularly ſlow, 

You, reverend firs, impartial judges are, 

To mark our Progreſs, and our . s care. 


6 


(a) EE Nic. Thorn and Rob. Thorn. 


H | Some 
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504 
Some too we ice, whole (Y) ornamental names, 
With decent pride, ous common mother claims. 
Some too, our maſter may with Juſtice boaſt, 
Not yet (b) (bchold) is the ſucceſſion loſt. 
What pregnant wits this grammar-ſchool bath ſhows, 
Oxford and diſtant Cambridge both will own. 
Let bold projectors untrod ways explore, 
And quacks boaſt methods never known before; 
On certain grounds our maſter hopes to pleaſe, 
Nor doubts the ſtrength of arguments like theſe, 
Succeſs is ſure, where fats are try d before; 
He'll fine the metal, if you furniſh Ore. 


— 


60) Pointing to the names of the ſcholars, ſent to the Univerſities. 
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FT E R the recitation of the ſpeech and verſes, the gentlemen of the 
A Clergy - proceeded to the examination of the three upper claſſes ; 
which being over, the Treaſurer and Feoffees of the ſchool ardered præ- 
miums (as is directed in the ſtatutes) 70 be given to thoſe who had beſ? de- 
ſer ved abe ſame. Ihe premiums amounted t0.4/. 25. 6d. beſides what the 
gentlemen gave of their private bounties. 
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75 the following VersEs have been enquired after by Hes, 2 
hath been thought proper to inſert them here, tho ſpoken at 


V1IsITATION. 
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Scuola GRAMMATICA 


BRISTOLIENSIS. 


Da reſecans urben, properanſque ad littus 
SQ | g Avoni, 

promius exiguus, latum ſe pandit in alveum, 
Quin; ſibi, gravide pretioſã merce carinæ, 
Mollia ſubjecto formant cunabula limo, 
Stat veneranda domus, multis ſpectabilis annis, 
Thornius hanc monachis ſacram, impendente ruina 
Eripuit, rurſuſq; pios ſecrevit in uſus, | 

Hic valvæ bifores aditum panduntur in atrum, 
Longum iter, horrendum tenebris & luce malignã; 
Quem ſimul introeas, a tergo ſole relicto, 
Hinc, illinc pal pans manibus, titubans pede, miras 
H 2 Præ- 
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Præſtrictis oculis, ſpectare videbere formas, 
Gorgonas, harpy iaſq; truces, diraſq; chimæras. 
Hoc ſpatio emenſo, campus ſe pandit apricus. 
Conſitus arboribus; procera hic ulmus, opacos @ 
Isa medio ramos, annoſaq; brachia pandit. | | 
Faucibus haud ſecùhs ZEneas immiſſus A verni 
Obſtupuit fera monſtra infernas viſa per umbras; 
Mox in odoratas ſylvas, lucolq; virentes 
Prodit, & illuſtres æterno lumine campos. 
Hic pueri yariis exercent corpora ludis; 
Pars armata flagris agitare volubile buxum; | 
Pars manibus pulſare pilam; pars, agmine faQo, 
Hinc, illinc curſu celeri tranſcurrere metas; 
Hi longinquum ictum meditantes, pollice preſſo, 
Marmoreis certare globis; hi, ſaltibus æquis, 
A capite adductum pedibus ſubmittere funem. 
Montibus haud ſecùs Idaliis ſpatiantur Amores, 
Mollia laſcivo abſumentes tempora ludo. 
Detonat intereà vox imperioſa magiſtri, 
Ludorum ſatis eſt, nunc arma capeſſite veſtra. 
Protinùs ad ſolitos pubes ſtudioſa labores 
Approperant; ingens ſe pandit janua, verſo 
Cardine, & apparent longæ juſto ordine claſſes. 
5 Exceſſa 


Exceſſa en! ſedes, variis ornata figuris, 
Quattuor a terra gradibus, ſe tollit in altum, 


Omnibus impermiſſa, & ſoli ſacra magiſtro. 
Ilie ferox, virgis (Romano more) tremendus 
Deſpicit ex alto, & tenero dat jura popello. 
Haud aliter Sieulus regali ſede tyrannus 
Turbatus, ſolità cum majeſtate, cathedrà 
Se locat, & ferula, ſceptro inferiore, ſuperbit. 
Quinetiam, hic alias, ad verſa ex parte, magiſter 
(At minus inſignes) ſedes ſibi vendicat alter, 
Proximus à primo, & ſubfulget honore ſecundo. 
En] ſtudiis intenta ſuis, operoſa juventus, 
Nunc legit authores uſos ſermone pedeſtri, 
Nunc vol vit veterum præclara volumina vatum; 
Nec tantùm volvit, ſed ſi qua florida dicta 
Præniteant aliis, proprios ſibi carpit in uſus. 
Fervet opus, reſonat ſummiſſo murmure ludus. 
Sic parvarum examen apum per florea rura 
Mella legunt; reſonat ſummiſſo murmure campus. 
Hic, redeunte anno, Prætor, comitante Senatu, 
Doctorumq; facri circumſtipante corona, 
Dignatur tenues puerũm inſpectare labores. 
Quis queat iſtius pompam narrare diei! 


Qua. 


($4) 


Qua pietate gravis, qua majeſtate verendus, 
Myſtarum atq; Patrum longus ſe porrigit ordo! 
Ut juvenum accenſos animos ferit æmulus ardor ! 
Vultibus ut micat ingenuo {pes miſta pudore! . 
Ol mea ſi tanto me ſors dignetur honore, 
Inſignem exili verſu placare catervam, 
Carmina quæ cecini juvenis, longæ va ſenectus 
Non mente eripiet; ſed quam mihi jure paravi, 
Dum puer, ipſe meos accendam laude puellos! 
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HERE the ſmall Frome his widening 
$ 5 banks divides, 

1 ro form a bay for Avon's ſwelling tides, 
And the ſoft ooze receives th incumbent weight 
Hof thronging veſſels, big with weighty freight, 
zy monks poſſeſs d of old, a fabrick ſtands, 

y pious Thorn redeem'd from greedy hands; 
From error freed, from rapine ſnatch'd away, 

I He gave to better uſe, the deſtin d prey. 

The doors unfold; a paſſage ſtrikes your ſight, 
. * Dark, narrow, diſmal with malignant light. 
Jou try the gulf, with hands held out before, 
And ſtumbling feet, the dubious way explore; 


—___ 1 


Dire 


No made lighter. 


[56] 


Dire forms ariſe; before your dazled eye 
Gorgons, fierce hydras, and chimeras fly. 
From hence elcap'd, you find an open ſpace; 
Young, thriving trees the pleaſing proſpect grace. 
An antient elm, full in the middle ſtands, 
And all around it's leavy arms expands. 

So thro the dark deſcent, ſurpriz d with awe, 
Dread ſhapes, and monſters fel! Ænecas ſaw; 
Till iſſuing forth, fair groves ſalute his fight, 
And meadows brighten'd with eternal light. 

Here youthful ſtriplings fill the buſy court, 
Eager in action, and intent on ſport. 
Part arm'd with {courges vex the flying top; 
Part whirl from head to foot the circling rope; 
Some ſtrike the ball; and ſome, the goal around, 
Purſu'd, purſuing, traverſe o'er the ground; 
Taw pleaſes theſe; with bodies crouching low, 
And thumbs compreſs d, they aim a diſtant blow. 

Thus in fair Paphos meads, or Ida's groves, 
Gay, young and wanton ſport the little Loves. 
But now the maſter's thund'ring voice alarms 
The ſportive crew, and bids reſume their arms. - 
Streight at the ſound, th' obedient youth repairs 
To labours known, and throngs, in heaps, the wu 


L 


The doors unfold, and on cach ſide diſcloſe 
Long claſſes, riſing in three equal rows. 

High o're the reſt, a throne-like ſeat is plac' d, | 
Adyanc'd on ſteps, with various ſculpture grac'd; | 
Rever'd by all, acceſſible to none, l 
And ſacred to the maſter's ſelf alone; ll 
Diſpenſing laws, he looks majeſtick down, 

And aws his little ſubjects with a frown; 
Dire rods (as Rome's of old) his power maintain, 
Th' offender's dread, and terror of his reign. 

So Dionyſius, ſtill with kingly pride, 

(Flung from his throne) the maſter's chair ſupply'd, 
And th' hand which held the royal ſtaff before, 
Ine ferula's inferior ſceptre bore. 

Y* Adverſe to this, but at the lower end, 
Another feat, and other fteps aſcend, 

Th' inferior maſter's due; with lefler grace 

He ſhines, and only fills the ſecond place. 

And now, intent at work, the youth explore 
With care, the Grecian and the Roman ſtore ; 
What florid words above their fellows ſhine 
They cull; and in a buſy murmur join, 

So ſearch the workful bees the flowery grounds, 


And the loud hum o're all the meadow ſounds. 
| 1 Hither, 
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Hither, at ſeaſons fix d, in folemn ſtate 
Repair the Clergy and the Magiſtrate, 
(An awful viſitation!) nor diſdain 
T'inſpect the labours of the youthful train; 
The grand proceſſion, thro' th' admiring throng, 
In graceful pomp, majeſtick moves along; 
Grandeur and mildneſs in each face are ſeen, 
Grave, not auſtere; and awful tho' ſerene. 
With panting breaſts the youth expect the day, 
To pleaſe their patrons, all their skill diſplay ; 
Each little heart with æmulation burns, 
And varying paſlions fluſh each face by turns. 

Oh! ſhould this verſe, which trembling I recite, 
Afford this awful train ſome {ſmall delight, 
When grown in years, my memory ſhall retain 
This happy day, and this ſucceſsful ſtrain; 
And future children, plac'd around, ſhall hear 
The pleaſing ſtory, with attentive ear; 
With ſounds unform'd ſhall try to liſp the laies, 
And learn to æmulate their fathers praiſe ! 


THE 
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&| USE, ſing the day when from the ſeat 
of ſtate 

The Prætor came, majeſtically great, 

Its deſtin'd honours and full joys pro- 

h claim, 

And the bright pomp tranſmit to future fame; 

[The varied ſcene, thro every ſtage, purſue, 

And call the pleaſing proſpect back to view. 


I 2 _ "Speak 


„„ 

Speak firſt, O Muſe, of every recent grace, 
And what embelliſhments adorn'd the place. 
The whiten'd walls a pleafing light diſplay, 
And add new luſtre to the chearful day. 

The flying duft no more annoys the eyes, 

And the clean forms in decent neatneſs riſe; 
Above the reſt, majeſtick in its height, 

The Maſter's purpled desk ſalutes the ſight. 
The Founder's pictures hung aloft in place, 
The ſchool once founded, by their bounty, grace. 
Two tablets on the right, to future fame, 

In golden lines, tranſmit each honour'd name. 
Here laſting records, and ſecure renown, 

The tedious labours of the ſchool-boy crown. 
Theſe names, in ſpite of time's deyouring rage, 
Shall ſet fair patterns to the following Age. 
Mine too, e're long, if fortune proye benign, 
Inſcrib'd in gold, ſhall in thoſe tablets ſhine. 
The painted flag the ſolemn ſhew compleats, 
And waving high o'erſhades the lower ſeats. 

The Prætor comes, each drooping boſom chears, 
And fluſhing hope in every face appears; 

All things with vigour ſeem anew ſupply'd 
Which his long abſence had till then deny'd. 


—— 


Thus, 


[ 61 ] 


Thus, when cold winter reigns, benumb'd with 
{now, 
And frozen waters are forbid to flow. 
Sol ſcarce on earth emits a genial ray, 
Each flower decays and finking dies away. 
But when the ſpring, the with'd-for ſpring, arrives, 
Earth teems again, and nature's face revives. 

Th enamell'd meads a beauteous proſpect yield, 
And flowers, freſh-{pringing, deck the painted field. 
When now the Sun had paſs d meridian height, 

And on the earth obliquely darted light, 
While gilded tip-ſtaves in due order wait, 
(The ſure forerunners of approaching ſtate) 
The graceful pomp, amidſt th' admiring throng, 
In ſolemn ſtate, majeſtick moves along. 

The ſword, uplifted, enters firſt the fchool, 
(Enſign of juſtice, and ſupport of rule) 

The Prætor next appears, ſerenely great, 

And takes the Maſter's place, his deftin'd ſeat. 
The church's glory next proceeds, the Dean, 
With mild good-nature brightening in his mien. 
The ſacred clergy ſit in order due, 

The gentry next, a numerous train, enſue. 
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Heads rais'd o'er heads, amidſt the croud appear, 


Each ſtudious to behold, and each to hear. 


The noiſe is huſh'd tis come, the dreadful teſt, 
And ſhifting paſhions ſhake each youthful breaſt. 


But chiefly thirſt of fame each boſom fires, 
And with a generous flame each heart inſpires. 
Proceed, O Goddeſs, and the verſe prolong, 


And mark each ſpeech in order in thy ſong. 


The Roman proſe (for ſo the ſtatute ſays) 
Chief in recital claims the foremoſt place. 
A poem next, with grateful praiſes fraught, 


And in the Grecians manly language wrote. 


Next a ſhort ode, ſuch as Anacreon ſung, 
In thought as equal, as alike in tongue. 
A poem next, in Roman language great, 


\ - Diſplays the little Ant's unſeen retreat, 
Shows how in ſubterraneous holes they dwell, 


And opes the hid receſſes of their cell. 


In folemn numbers next, the Engliſh muſe, 


The Maſtiff's life thro' every ſtage purſues. 
Ovid, tranſlated, tries his mournful ſtrains, 
And of the fair Corinna's loſs complains. 


The 
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The Spaniel's praiſes next the poet writes, 
And all his meritorious acts recites, 
And as he writes, in his deſcription true, 
Sets every ſeaſon preſent to our view. 
Nor is the Lap-dog deſtitute of praiſe, 
And the ſmart Turnſpit jokes in doggerel lays. 
A Riddle next; and laſt the grateful muſe 
Her patrons care beſpeaks, and praiſe purſues. 

And now their wonted books each claſs prepares, 
And each the dire examination fears. 
At length 'tis paſs d; they feel their fears no more; 
That raiſes joy, which torment gave before. 

Thus, when by ſtorms and adverſe tempeſts toſt, 
The pilot fails to make the ſought-for coaſt, 
His tortur'd breaſt is rack'd with chilling fear, 
He ſees grim death in every wave appear, 
But if the ſhip is harbour'd ſafe at laſt, 
Reflects with pleaſure on the dangers paſt. 
But fee the Prætor from his ſeat deſcends, 
On him again th' obedient pomp attends, 
And tir'd with fitting, and fatigu'd with heat, 
Seeks in the houſe refreſhment and retreat, 


There 
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There cracknells, tongues, and wine, a rich N 


Supply freſh ſpirits, and regale the taſt. 
Nor theirs alone; we alto had a ſhare, 


Alike to all e was their care. 


Our Patrons bounty to each claſs diſplay d, 

Our hopes were crown'd, and all paſt cares repay d. 
But when the blackening ſhades of ruſhing night, 
Had near diſpell'd the gladſome beams of light, 
The accuſtom'd pomp and pageantry of ſtate, 
On the returning Prætor chearful wait. | 
Behold ! the grand proceſſion homeward tends, 
And with the Gay the pomp and poem ends. 
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